(QAHC) Lesbian Health Action Group
Minutes

1 September 2009
Attendance: 
Leanne, Melinda, Kate, Carol, Michele, Ricki, Paul (secretariat)

Apologies: 
Dee, Lisa, Amanda, Justine, Deb, Helen
Previous Minutes
Surf Lessons – BBQ changed to light refreshments.  1st weekend 31st Oct, 1st Nov, can do second weekend if have the numbers.  8 people per lesson, 3 lessons a day.  LHAG gets $25/person.  Working on flier and signage for events to promote.  Need to produce an email announcement and send to groups, websites etc.

· Ricki to contact surf women and get publicity materials to send around.

Volunteer Training – New Health Promotion Officer (Sexual Health) in Brisbane, Kurt Maroske, will be leading the development of face-to-face volunteer training, including induction module and outreach training.  Volunteers will then be briefed in the area/s that will be doing outreach.  This will involve projects across the organisation who will be involved in planning and delivery.  An outreach manual has been produced by the Sexual Health Program and will be used as a basis for the outreach training.  Need to ensure Indigenous women are consulted.  45 people put name down on QAHC stall at volunteer expo (some of whom might get involved in LHAG).
· Lisa continuing to work on ‘script’ or briefing sheet for LHAG outreach volunteers.

Strategy Working Group

Chapter on breast and cervical cancer completed.  Full issues paper taking longer than expected to complete.  Will be available by the end of September.

· Paul to organise meeting with Qld Cancer Screening.

ACON are undertaking consultation on national women’s health policy.  Unclear how this fits in to national consultation on discussion paper which closed on 1st July.

Discussed need for a planning day for LHAG.  Agreed this would be best done in the context of the issues paper and strategy/action plan – end of this year/early next year.

Outreach Working Group

Scarlet - August went well, good response to designated driver ‘scheme’.  Question raised about if and/or how dam packs are being used.  May need to develop questionnaire/focus group, or include in wider research.  September Scarlet (26th) will be big, with launch of calendar.  Briefing and planning meeting taking place on 19th September, to include:
· Making badges

· Making up more dam packs

· Training on breast examinations

· Planning activities and roles

· ‘RBT’ badges for purple shirts

· Process of selling calendars

Discussed idea of a ‘design a bra’ competition.  Agreed this was a good idea, but too much already happening at Sept Scarlet and not enough time to plan and promote.  Will take up idea in new year.

International Lesbian Day – 4th October.  Will have stall at event.  Agreed to re-do questionnaire from last year, with some additional questions on recognition of LHAG/activities.  Will also need to sell calendars and promote surf lessons and art exhibition.
· Kate to revise ILD questionnaire from last year.

Resource Working Group

Boobalicious – calendar is at printers.  People can order through QAHC website (www.qahc.org.au/lesbian).  Have set aside 500 calendars for sponsors, models etc and agreed to sent to key people (Premier, Fed Health Minister, Governor).  Media release and articles written and distributed.  17 distributors lined up (to sell calendar).
Cancer Survivors Resource – need to follow-up Justine on progress on review of existing resources.

Other

Indigilez – relatively new group formed for Aboriginal, Torres Strait and South Sea Islander lesbians/women who have sex with women.  Have held a retreat (funded by Healthy Communities Fund) and receive support from Commonwealth Respite and Carelink Centre (southside).  LHAG expressed keen interest in inclusion of and working in partnership with Indijilez.

Next Meeting

Tuesday 6th October, 7pm @ QAHC Brisbane.

