QAHC – LGBT Ageing Action Group
19th September 2007

Minutes

Attendees:

Jason Hockey – Seniors Enquiry Line

Toni Cannon – Carers Queensland

Rob Collins – Gay & Lesbian Welfare Association

Ray Burt – Metropolitan Community Church

Kathy Noble – Changeling Aspects

Paul Martin - QAHC
Apologies:

Hilary Knack – Queensland Association for Healthy Communities (QAHC)

Previous Minutes:

‘The Young, The Old and the Restless’ survey – a summary of key headline findings from the survey was presented (see enclosed).  Unfortunately we still have not found anyone to do the full analysis and write-up.  Hilary and Stephen are still looking.

Digital Storytelling & History Project – postponed digital storytelling workshop will be held on Nov 10 and 24.  Plans for the History Exhibition are progressing, with discussions happening with the State Library of Qld to see if it can go state-wide.
Older People Speak Out Media Awards & Premier’s Award for Qld Seniors – QAHC has written to the Ethnic Communities Council Qld and the Qld Aboriginal & Islander Health Council to suggest we jointly sponsor equality or diversity prizes in the above award programs.  
( Awaiting response, Paul to follow-up.
LGBT Retirement Villages – a quick scan of LGBT retirement village projects in the US shows there are 4 communities operating, one under construction and about 18 more in the planning stage (as at end 2005).  
( Awaiting feedback from Aged Care Qld on appropriate way to approach developers in Qld to see if there is any interest in looking at further.

Noted “The Ageing of Aquarius” retirement living conference in Melbourne in late October.

( Paul to see if there was any LGBT content.

Approaches to work with LGBT Seniors

QAHC has produced a draft briefing paper outlining key issues for LGBT seniors and the types of responses that are needed in Qld to better meet the needs of this group.  

( Paper is enclosed and your comments, suggestions etc. are welcome (email to pmartin@qahc.org.au) 

Comments discussed at meeting…

Awareness Raising – include raising awareness of LGBT issues among church groups as they deliver a lot of aged care services.

Information & Skills Development – include prostate cancer as a specific health issue affecting seniors.

Services for LGBT Seniors – include opportunities for respite care for LGBT people.

Other – include a section on legal issues, especially as same sex relationships aren’t recognised.  Need for information & support for LGBT seniors to prepare enduring powers of attorney, advanced health directives, will and superannuation entitlements.

Potential organisations to work with or seek information & support form…
· Department of Communities – pilots addressing social isolation.

· Qld Aged & Disability Advocacy

· Seniors Legal & Support Services

Promoting Existing Aged Care Services

A finding from the survey (above) is that 76% of LGBT seniors over 56yrs rate their level of knowledge of aged care services as limited or poor and 71% would like information published in the LGBT media.

It is proposed that a services directory info page be placed in the gay press a few times a year, listing key aged care services and LGBT seniors groups.  The services page from ‘Now That’s Living’ (Aged Care Qld) would be used as a basis.

Group thought this was a good idea, but suggested grouping services by type of service.

( Paul to develop draft of advert.

( All to consider if your service has any funding to contribute the costs of placing the advert.

( Paul to approach other services for a contribution to the costs (e.g. Carelink, Office for Seniors, HACC)

Upcoming Events, Meetings etc.

Group was asked to share any events or meetings coming up that may be of interest or important to raise LGBT issues.

· Amnesty Bill of Rights forum

· COTA etc C3 partnership meetings
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3pm – 4:30pm

QAHC

30 Helen St

Newstead 4006
Date of Next Meeting





Wednesday 21st November


3pm – 4:30pm


QAHC


30 Helen St


Newstead 4006











PAGE  
1

