QAHC – LGBT Ageing Action Group
21 May 2008
Minutes

Attendees:

Rob Collins – Gay & Lesbian Welfare Association

Stephen Gamble – Commonwealth Respite & Carelink Centre

Mark Hughes – University of Queensland

Ray Burt – MCC

Toni Cannon – Carers Qld

Allan Pidgeon – Aged Care Qld

Jason Hockey – Senior Enquiry Line

Miranda Mallet – Commonwealth Respite & Carelink Brisbane South

Ray Whitter – HACC (Brisbane)

Tanya Cranna – Care Connect

Peter Newlands _ QAHC

Paul Martin - QAHC

Apologies:

Mark Tucker-Evans – COTAQ

Kathy Noble – Changeling Aspects, QAHC Board

Previous Minutes
Survey – Mark has done additional analysis of the survey data and will be writing a discussion section.  There are some clear age and gender differences in the data.  Survey will be launched on 24th June, 6:30pm at QAHC.
Digital Story Telling – Stories are now complete and were shown to the group.  Will be used at Pride, survey launch, history exhibition and to give to encourage participants and funding to produce more.

Diversity Awards – Still no word from OPSO.  ( Paul M to telephone.

Services Advert – Services Advert completed and will run in June editions of QNews and Qld Pride.  Need to source funding to keep adverts going.

LGBT Ageing & Seniors Events – Advert produced and will appear in June editions of Qld Pride, Q News and LOTL.

Retirement Living – Pam Ridges from Aged Care Qld and Stephen Gamble from Commonwealth Respite & Carelink Centre to speak (Stephen organising).


Senior’s Week Luncheon – 2 course meal and DJ organised at Sportsman 
Hotel for $19.50/hd (drinks extra).  QAHC will cover costs of meal for up to 
100 people.  (Peter organising).  


( Show bags to be provided by Miranda (100)


( All services invited to contribute service & info leaflets to bags.


( Peter to enquire re: entertainment


( Paul to follow up Trish re: women’s entertainers

Financial Planning – Kathy has visited COTA.  Suggested also talking to Finacial Information Service at Centre Link. (Kathy organising)  ( Paul to follow up with Kathy.

Christmas BBQ – details to be worked out closer to the time.

LGBT Ageing Project Proposals

Commonwealth Respite & Carelink Brisbane South has commissioned QAHC to produce some promotional materials targeting the LGBT community, including adverts for the gay press, postcards, fridge magnet and notepads.  Hope to have materials ready for Pride.

Care Connect has approached QAHC for a joint project bid for care co-ordination and purchase of care packages for LGBT seniors.  QAHC would lead on promoting the service, Care Connect would deliver the service.  Would also involve LGBT awareness training for care staff and recruit of LGBT care staff.  Annett and Paul to meet with DoHA this Friday.

Commonwealth Respite & Carelink (Brisbane Northside and Southside) are discussing a proposal for a Host Home Respite project.  This would provide short term respite for cares or those with low care needs in (suitable) LGBT people’s homes.
Models of Care in LGBT Community

Overview of Carers Queensland services Provided:

· Carer Advisory Service

· Carer Support Groups

· Carer Connect

· Education & Training

· Counselling

· Advocacy

Overview of HACC (Home & Community Care) services provided:

Target group = older and frail persons and young people with moderate, severe or profound disabilities and their carers.
· Domestic assistance

· Social support

· Nursing care

· Allied health care

· Personal care

· Meals and other food services

· Respite care

· Centre based day care

· Assessment

· Case management

· Client care co-ordination

· Home maintenance

· Home modifications

· Transport

· Counselling, support, information, advocacy

Overview of Commonwealth Respite & Carelink Centres provided:

· Information and options about respite care & other support services for carers

· Referral to appropriate local and regional service providers

· Respite care in emergency or short term situations

· Assistance n locating and booking residential respite

· Emotional support in relation to caring

· Access 24hrs a day to emergency respite service

· Mental health, young carers and working carers programs

General discussion on needs of LGBT carers.

Agreed focus of LGBT specific projects could be on:

· Volunteer ‘buddy’ program – LGBT people providing social support/low level care to LGBT seniors.
· LGBT Carers Group – social support to LGBT people who are carers (e.g. for partner, parent etc).

· LGBT Link Worker – outreach to LGBT settings, groups, friendship networks as well as aged care services to make contact with LGBT carers and seniors

· Advocacy – supporting LGBT carers to access care system, or who are having difficulty with services

Would need to ensure projects are accessible to older people who may not identify with a gay/lesbian identity, but are same-sex attracted.
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